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Poet and performer Jo Bell publishes a new collection of poems this month with Nine Arches Press. Jo was appointed Canal Laureate by the
Poetry Society and the Canal & River Trust in 2013, and the new book, Kith, contains many of the poems written during her two-year
residency on the waterways as laureate.

During her time as Canal Laureate, Jo has been writing new poems about the canal network for the project website www.waterlines.org.uk and has
performed her work at events around the country including the Hay Festival, Birmingham Literature Festival, the Crick Boatshow and the National
Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port. She has had a poem carved into lock gates at Milnsbridge, Huddersfield, and brought her canal-inspired poetry
to BBC Radio 4’s Midweek and Poetry Please. Her poem ‘Lifted’ was made into a poetry film by Alastair Cook of Filmpoem.

‘Ask of water; help me rise
and water says: I will.’

– from ‘Lifted’ by Jo Bell.  

Her new collection, Kith, is published by Nine Arches Press. The book will be given a trade launch at London Book Fair in the Poetry Pavilion on
Tuesday 14th April at 1.30pm, where Jo will be signing copies, reading and talking about the Canal Laureateship with Poetry Society Director Judith
Palmer. There will also be public launches at Wenlock Poetry Festival and Cheltenham Poetry Festival with fellow poet Robert Peake. A further
‘floating’ book launch and poetry reading will take place with Writing West Midlands on board a canal boat in the famous inland waterways in the
heart of Birmingham. 

As well as drawing on her experiences as a boater, and the reality of life on the canals, the book features poems on themes including love, sex,
friendship and poems of praise. 

The collection has already drawn acclaim from fellow poets, including the Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy who said that ‘Jo Bell is one of the most
exciting poets now writing and no time is wasted in the company of her work.’ Broadcaster and writer Stuart Maconie praised the book also: ‘Witty,
sexy and deft, Jo Bell’s verse has an easy charm that hides a sometimes painful honesty. There is melancholy as well as mischief here, and a real poet’s
eye and ear for the foibles of being human. Kith is a wonderful collection.’ 
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As well as launch readings and London Book Fair events, Jo will be giving readings all over the UK during the summer, including dates at Ledbury
Poetry Festival and at the Stratford on Avon Poetry Festival.

Find out more about the Canal Laureate project at www.waterlines.org.uk. Kith can be ordered in all good bookstores, and also online at
www.ninearchespress.com or via Inpress Books: inpressbooks.co.uk
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Notes to Editors
Jo Bell
Jo Bell was born in Sheffield and grew up on the fringes of the Derbyshire Peak District, leaving school just after the Miners’ Strike. She became an
industrial archaeologist, specialising in coal and lead mines. A winner of the Charles Causley Prize and the Manchester Cathedral Prize, she is
currently the national Canal Laureate appointed by the Poetry Society and the Canal & River Trust. She lives on a narrowboat on the English
waterways. Kith (Nine Arches Press) is Jo Bell’s second collection of poems, following Navigation (Moormaid Press).

The Canal Laureateship
Jo Bell has been appointed by the Canal & River Trust and the Poetry Society as Canal Laureate since 2013. The Canal Laureate project is part of a
wider partnership between the Canal & River Trust and Arts Council England, which aims to attract more visitors to the waterways while surprising
and delighting existing communities through exciting and innovative art projects. For more information: www.waterlines.org.uk.

Nine Arches Press
Nine Arches Press are the publishers of Kith. This independent poetry publisher of over forty titles of new poetry (and winner of the 2014 Sabotage
Award for Most Innovative Publisher) will also be Publisher in Residence at the Wenlock Poetry Festival 2015. Kith and all Nine Arches Press books
are stocked and can be ordered from all high street and online retailers, or direct from www.ninearchespress.com. Nine Arches are represented by
Inpress Books and distributed by Central Books of London. Cover art for Kith is by Artist Heather Duncan: www.heatherduncan.co.uk

The Canal & River Trust
The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales. We are among the largest charities in the
UK, maintaining the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, archives, navigations and hundreds of important wildlife
sites. We believe that our canals and rivers are a national treasure and a local haven for people and wildlife. It is our job to care for this wonderful
legacy – holding it in trust for the nation in perpetuity and giving people a greater role in the running of their local waterways. 
Arts on the Waterways is the Canal & River Trust’s contemporary arts programme, which is intended to re-ignite and broaden public interest in the
waterways, and in turn attract new supporters and investors to the waterways’ cause. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It
publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk

Events
London Book Fair Poetry Pavilion information: inpressbooks.co.uk/pages/poetry-pavilion
Wenlock Poetry Festival: www.wenlockpoetryfestival.org
Cheltenham Poetry Festival: www.cheltenhampoetryfest.co.uk
Writing West Midlands: Kith afloat launch – www.writingwestmidlands.org/event/kith-launch-on-the-water/


