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Out of over 13,000 poems entered for this year’s award, Roger Philip Dennis’s poem ‘Corkscrew Hill Photo’ has been chosen as the winner of

the National Poetry Competition, winning him £5,000. Judges Glyn Maxwell, Roddy Lumsden and Zoë Skoulding worked tirelessly to find a

winner from a bumper batch of entries from a massive 84 countries – making it the world’s biggest international open poetry competition for

single poems. 

Corkscrew Hill Photo

All afternoon she counts the sounds
until the fly-specked room crackles with silence.
Even the song thrush noteless. A thick drizzle
trickles rivulets down the window pane,
smears distance on fields, curtains-off hills
and greens the sagged thatch,
aches in the creaking gate and screws
watering eye to misting glass:
a hearse skids slowly up the muddy lane,
blurs in droplets on a spider-web,
spins sideways into darkness...
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L-R: Roger Philip Dennis. The judges: Roddy Lumsden; Glyn Maxwell © Kelly Hill; and Zoë Skoulding

Judges Roddy Lumsden, Glyn Maxwell and Zoë Skoulding 
praise “stunning poem which mixes sweetness, sentiment, 
the visual and a touch of the grotesque”
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On what inspired the poem, Roger said:

“The observations that were the seeds of what became, over time, and fermented with an equal volume of imagination, the poem, took place
many years ago. In the winter of 1982-3 to be precise…. It was while I was out taking landscape photos of the quiet, isolated, rural area of
Devon where I was then living that I happened to notice, by chance and in the distance, this figure of what seemed an elderly lady leaving a
rather dilapidated cottage. Visible neither clearly nor for long, I made little of it at the time. But several years later the image started to re-emerge
increasingly insistently, producing the poem. Or what later still became the poem. It spent many years going in and out of the ‘to be reworked’
folder — mainly in!”

Roger Philip Dennis becomes the 37th person to win the Poetry Society’s National Poetry Competition. Since it began in 1978 the competition has
been an important milestone in the careers of many of today’s leading poets, with previous winners including Helen Dunmore, Ruth Padel, Philip
Gross, Carol Ann Duffy, Jo Shapcott and Tony Harrison. The competition, which this year attracted entries from a record number of countries across
the world, recognises an individual poem, previously unpublished, in an anonymised judging process. The judges only discover the identity of the
winners after making their final decision.

Roddy Lumsden called it a ‘stunning poem which mixes sweetness, sentiment, the visual and a touch of the grotesque’. He said the poem was chosen
as the overall winner as it:

“seemed to contain a strange mix of naivety and complexity. Its sonic effects were engrossing. Its phrasing was surprising and fresh – 'the
casement steams with sunset', 'seagull clutter, gape of lime kiln'. Most of all, I couldn't quite grasp what it was about, but in the best of ways – I
wanted to reread and make my own story from what I was being offered. Like all good poems, it offered the shared experience of writership and
readership”

Ten other winners were also named, including Joanne Key for her poem ‘The Day the Deer Came’ (2nd), Fran Lock for her poem ‘Last Exit to Luton’
(3rd) and eight commended poets: Kevin Patrick McCarthy, Beverley Nadin, Paul Nemser, Eliot North, Mark Pajak, Jonathan Tel, Jason Watts and
Tom Weir.

The next National Poetry Competition will open at the start of May. Entry forms can be downloaded at www.poetrysociety.org.uk. Closing date is 
31 October 2015.

– ENDS –

For further information and/or to interview Roger Philip Dennis, Joanne Key or Fran Lock  

contact Robyn Donaldson on 0207 420 9886. 

High quality images of the winners receiving their prizes at the awards ceremony are available. 

Notes to Editors

National Poetry Competition winners
Roger Philip Dennis is an artist and tutor running painting workshops from his studio in Devon. He has enjoyed writing since appearing in his school
magazine at the age of nine. He grew up in the New Forest, and went to St Andrews for an MA in Philosophy, where he co-founded, produced and
illustrated the literary magazine “Entry” [1969-73.] Craft textiles, archaeological reconstructions, abstract paintings, and topographical views of Fife
and Somerset prompted studying “Art and Design in a Social Context” at Dartington College. A 1985 Arvon Foundation Apprenticeship-Scheme for
a novel led to work editing. He continues writing fiction alongside poetry.
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Joanne Key lives in Cheshire where she writes poetry and short fiction. She recently returned to university as a mature student to complete an MA in
Contemporary Arts at Manchester Metropolitan University, Cheshire. She has previously been shortlisted for The Bridport Prize, Mslexia Poetry
Competition and The Plough Poetry Prize. Her poems have appeared in The Interpreter's House; Ink, Sweat and Tears; Flash Flood; Word Gumbo; and
Nutshells and Nuggets. Completely in love with poetry, she writes every day, often inspired by fragments of life, water, landscapes and ideas of
imaginary worlds. She has yet to publish a first collection.

Fran Lock is a sometime itinerant dog whisperer and poet, now living and working in London. Her debut collection Flatrock (Little Episodes) was
launched in May 2011. Her work has appeared in various places, including Ambit, Poetry London, The Rialto, The Stinging Fly, and in Best British
Poetry 2012 (Salt). Her second collection The Mystic and the Pig Thief (Salt) came out in September last year. She is the winner of the 2014 Ambit
Poetry Competition.

Eight poets were commended in this year’s National Poetry Competition. They were:
Kevin Patrick McCarthy for ‘Enough Sky’ 
Beverley Nadin for ‘BEES’
Paul Nemser for ‘After the Calm’ 
Eliot North for ‘The Crab Man’
Mark Pajak for ‘Cat on the Tracks’
Jonathan Tel for ‘Ber Lin’ 
Jason Watts for ‘For a Liturgy’
Tom Weir for ‘Day Trippin’

Roddy Lumsden is a poet,
editor and tutor. His five
collections include Yeah Yeah
Yeah (Bloodaxe, 1997),
shortlisted for the Forward Prize
for the Best First Collection, and
The Book of Love (Bloodaxe,

2000), shortlisted for both the T.S. Eliot Prize and
the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize. Terrific Melancholy,
his latest, was published by Bloodaxe in 2011; his
seventh collection is due from Bloodaxe this
autumn. He is the Series Editor of Salt’s The Best
British Poetry anthologies. He lives in London where
he teaches for the Poetry School and independently.
He also works as a puzzle and quiz writer, and as a
compiler and editor of popular reference books.

Glyn Maxwell is a poet and
playwright. He has won several
awards for his poetry, including
the Geoffrey Faber Memorial
Prize for The Nerve (2004). His
work has been short-listed
several times for the T.S. Eliot,

Forward and Costa Prizes. Pluto (Picador, 2013), his
latest collection, was shortlisted for the Forward. His
acclaimed critical guide, On Poetry (2012), is taught
at schools and universities in the UK and the USA.
His plays include The Lifeblood (‘Best Play’, British
Theatre Guide, Edinburgh Fringe 2004) and Liberty
(Shakespeare’s Globe, 2008). The opera The
Firework Maker’s Daughter, for which he wrote the
libretto, was nominated for Best New Opera in this
year’s Olivier Awards.

Zoë Skoulding is a poet,
translator, editor and critic. She
has published four collections of
poetry, most recently The
Museum of Disappearing Sounds
(Seren, 2013), which was
shortlisted for the Ted Hughes

Award for New Work in Poetry. Poems from
Remains of a Future City (Seren, 2008) have been
widely translated. She has performed her work at
many international festivals, often incorporating
electronic sound in her readings as well as
collaborating with musicians. She was Editor of
Poetry Wales, 2008-2014, and is Senior Lecturer in
the School of English at Bangor University.

Roddy Lumsden Zoë Skoulding 

National Poetry Competition judges

Glyn Maxwell
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The National Poetry Competition
Established in 1978, the Poetry Society’s National Poetry Competition is one of the world’s biggest and most prestigious poetry contests. There are
three winners and seven commendations annually. Winners include both established and emerging poets, and for many the prize has proved an
important career milestone. Previous winners include the current UK Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, Tony Harrison, Ruth Padel, Philip Gross and 
Jo Shapcott.

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one 
of Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. 
It publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk
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FIRST PRIZE

Corkscrew Hill Photo
by Roger Philip Dennis

All afternoon she counts the sounds
until the fly-specked room crackles with silence.
Even the song thrush noteless. A thick drizzle
trickles rivulets down the window pane,
smears distance on fields, curtains-off hills
and greens the sagged thatch,
aches in the creaking gate and screws
watering eye to misting glass:
a hearse skids slowly up the muddy lane,
blurs in droplets on a spider-web,
spins sideways into darkness...

...rattling cough of cattle, rusty tractor,
hinge of paint-peeled door, gears
of cars forced to back in one-track lanes,
buzz of pylons spanning the hum
of outboards in the yachtsmen’s creek,
yelp of kids in the converted Mill,
the soft click-click of a camera-shutter
up Corkscrew Hill...

The casement steams with sunset. She picks herself
up off the floor, mouth dry as mourner’s grin.
Her arm reaches, shakes, reaches again,
gathers the clattering jar from the shelf

“Cider?”
The landlord frowns, sniffing cat,
moth-ball, mould. She squares her back
on his fine view – the duck bob,
seagull clutter, gape of lime kiln.

“And a nip of lovage,”
before he can point her
the off-licence hatch in the yard,

“to keep out the damp!”
and smiles spittle.
Her flagon scrapes a scroll of varnish
the length of the bar’s stripped pine,
past bleating townies, past the regular’s chair
and the corner where the photographer
sits draining her valley
through a tilted lens.


