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Building on the success of 2014’s action-packed National Poetry Day Live, The Poetry Society and Southbank Centre are once again putting
control of one of the biggest events of the poetry year into the hands of six young poets.

Since 2009 National Poetry Day Live has been a free afternoon of readings, performances, installations and workshops demonstrating the strength and
breadth of UK poetry. This year’s line-up will include readings and performances from John Hegley, Joelle Taylor, Michael Symmons Roberts,
Imtiaz Dharker, Francesca Beard, GREEdS, Karen McCarthy Woolf, Liz Berry, R. A. Villanueva, Patience Agbabi, Rachel Rooney, Joshua
Seigal and one of the first public performances by the new Young Poet Laureate of London, who will have been announced the day before the event.

The event will also include an art installation from acclaimed poet and artist Robert Montgomery, which will light up the Clore Ballroom of the
Southbank Centre.

The programme for National Poetry Day Live 2015 will be entirely devised by a group of six emerging poets who will be programming the poets,
planning the day and running the event.

The young poets, aged between 18 and 25, have been selected from The Poetry Society’s Young Poets Network and its Foyle Young Poets of the Year
and SLAMbassadors UK competitions; as well as Southbank Centre’s 1821 programme, the Roundhouse Poetry Collective and the Barbican Young
Poets. The young poets taking part are: Victoria-Anne Bulley, Charley Genever, Aliyah Hasinah Holder, Natasha Keary, Selina Parmar and
Belinda Zhawi. 

Free event at Southbank Centre curated by young poets 
features an afternoon of readings, performances 
and installations on the theme of ‘light’ for all ages to enjoy
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Young Producer, Charley Genever said: “I think I speak for the whole team of young producers when I say I have never been given an experience quite
like this. We have been able to invite our biggest inspirations and favourite word-smiths from across the country to take to the stage and celebrate
poetry. On top of that we're learning how to manage the core framework of what makes an event outstanding, and – most importantly – learning to
fit everything within a budget! We've had some amazing ideas around this year's theme of 'light', and we can’t wait to share them, and to see what our
poets produce on the day! I am so honoured to be a part of this year's NPD Live.”

Poetry Society Education Manager, Tom MacAndrew said: “National Poetry Day Live has, for years, been the shop-window for British poetry. It’s a
chance to show off the best the country has to offer to a large audience, many of whom won’t have come to a poetry event before. To give young
people the chance to programme the event is enormously exciting. If we want future audiences to engage with poetry and spoken word then we need
to show them not only the brightest and best poets around, but also where poetry’s heading. Our talented young poets are the best people to do that,
they are the future of UK poetry.”

Bea Colley, Participation Producer for Literature & Spoken Word at Southbank Centre said: “Working alongside the Poetry Society to support the
National Poetry Day Young Producers has brought a breath of fresh air to the annual event. It has been heartening to see the producing talent that is
out there and to imagine what is to come for a poetry sector safe in their hands.”

This year National Poetry Day takes place on Thursday 8 October and this year’s theme is ‘Light’. The event is part of Southbank Centre’s 9th
annual London Literature Festival, which runs 28 September – 12 October. The 2015 programme is a laboratory of science, technology and art,
fused together by the written and spoken word, and contains a selection of poetry highlights, including: the Forward Prizes for Poetry, and events by
Simon Barraclough, Kei Miller and Paul Muldoon.

National Poetry Day Live at Southbank Centre’s London Literature Festival will run from 1pm– 6pm on 8 October and is open to all members of the
public, as well as primary and secondary schools.

National Poetry Day Live is part of a full day of activity at Southbank Centre. In the morning The Poetry Society will announce this year’s Foyle
Young Poets of the Year, and at 7.30pm the Society presents - in association with JayBird Live Literature - Beginning to See the Light, a series of
new commissions exploring the 2015 National Poetry Day theme. 

Information about the event is available on the Poetry Society website. www.poetrysociety.org.uk/npd

– ENDS –
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Notes to Editors

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It
publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk

Southbank Centre
Southbank Centre is the UK’s largest arts centre, comprising three iconic buildings (Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall and Hayward Gallery)
and occupying a 21-acre site that sits in the midst of London’s most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. The site has an

Continues over



For further information
Telephone Tom MacAndrew
on 020 7420 9880 or email
tmacandrew@poetrysociety.org.uk

Page 3 of 3The Poetry Society
22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX
Tel: 020 7420 9880 Fax: 020 7240 4818
www.poetrysociety.org.uk

PRESS RELEASE ctd

For immediate release
2 October 2015

extraordinary creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of Britain. Building on this rich heritage, Southbank Centre offers
an extensive artistic and cultural programme including annual and one-off themed festivals and classical and contemporary music, performance,
dance, visual art and literature and spoken word events throughout the year. London Literature Festival will run from Monday 28 September to
Monday 12 October. www.southbankcentre.co.uk 

The Young Poets 

Victoria-Anne Bulley is a writer and poet based in London. She is a member of the Burn After Reading and Barbican Young Poets collectives, and
has performed features at a range of London venues including TATE Modern, the Southbank Centre and the Royal Academy of Arts.

Charley Genever is a performance poet and creative producer from Peterborough. She recently finished a six month internship with the Emerge
Training Programme, where she worked with both Apples & Snakes and Cambridge Junction, culminating in her producing a successful one-off show
'Double' at Cambridge Junction, which featured both national and local poetic collaborations. She has performed in the heats of the Roundhouse
slam, as a featured artist at the Curve, been commissioned by Peterborough's Green Festival, and had a feature set at Cambridge's Strawberry Fair.

Aliyah Hasinah Holder is a poetic activist, political writer, workshop facilitator and creative producer, aged 19. Originally from Reading she found
home in Birmingham. She is currently on a Gap Year working full-time as Beatfreeks' Digital Marketing Apprentice. She hopes to bring some of
Brum to National Poetry Day Live 2015.

Natasha Keary is an English and Linguistics student, currently studying at the University of York. A modernist and nonsense literature fanatic,
Natasha’s own poetry has been commended in PBS, Foyle, and Cape Farewell competitions. She is also a drummer who has particularly enjoyed
performing at the Royal Albert Hall and the Beijing ISME conference.  

Selina Parmar is a French and Management student at King's College London. She reads and writes poetry in English and French, and her poetry
was set to music as part of the French Song Cycle 2014.

Belinda Zhawi is a writer & educator born in Zimbabwe and based in London. Most of her work focuses on memories of living in 90s rural & urban
Zimbabwe. Belinda's performed across the UK in numerous venues, festivals and events including Africa Writes, Tate Britain, Bestival, Big Chill, Soho
Theatre, Barbican & Book Slam. As of October 2013, Belinda’s been enrolled on the MA writer/teacher program at Goldsmiths College. She's also
the co-host of Born::Free Fridays.

National Poetry Day
A annual nationwide celebration of poetry held each October, National Poetry Day is organised by the Forward Arts Foundation. Education resources
available online include downloadable activity packs for libraries, teachers and parents, encouraging children to write, read and share poetry. The
exercises relate to the letters in the word ‘Remember’ and have been prepared by each of the partner organisations, including The Poetry Society.
www.nationalpoetryday.co.uk

National Poetry Day Live
NPD Live is presented by The Poetry Society and Southbank Centre, London and has run every National Poetry Day since 2009. The programme of
events runs 1-6pm at Clore Ballroom, Royal Festival Hall, Southbank Centre, Belvedere Rd, London, SE1 8XX. Admission is free.


