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The Poetry Society will once again collaborate in one of London’s favourite events when we welcome the Christmas Tree to Trafalgar Square with a
new poem premiered by schoolchildren at the lighting up ceremony on 1 December at 6pm. This year’s poem is written by poet Julia Copus with
the help of children from London primary schools and is entitled ‘The Christmas Tree’s Secret’. The poem will be performed by year 6 pupils from
Gateway Academy, Lisson Grove as part of the traditional ceremony which for many, marks the start of the festive season in the capital. 

A colourful banner featuring the words of the poem will wrap around the base of the tree where it can be enjoyed into the new year. The Poetry
Society has commissioned a new poem annually since 2009, as part of a project encouraging local schoolchildren to write in celebration of the tree’s
arrival from Norway. The project has been generously supported by businesses from across the area, through The Northbank Business Improvement

District.

As the lights come on around the famous spruce tree, three children aged 10 to 11 will read the poem on stage, alongside the Lord Mayor of
Westminster Cllr Steve Summers; the Mayor of Oslo Ms Marianne Borgen; the Norwegian Ambassador HE Ms Mona Juul; the Deputy Mayor of
London Ms Joanne McCartney; and Ambassador to Norway HE Sarah Gillett. The ceremony also features carols from the St Martin-in-the-Fields
Choir, the Regent Hall Band of the Salvation Army and the Norwegian Boys Choir Sølvguttene. 

Exploring the theme of nature in the city, the poem has been written by poet and children’s author Julia Copus to capture the young people’s
excitement about the winter world around them. 

Copus says – “When The Poetry Society asked me to write this year’s poem for the lighting of the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square, I really didn’t
have to think too long about it. There are some commissions you say yes to straight away, because they’re just so obviously a good idea. 

“Some of the poetry I got back from the workshops I’d set on the theme of ‘Nature in the City’ was astonishing: the children wrote about icy grass
blades standing like soldiers, sharp-beaked robins pulling up worms, messy-feathered pigeons, and people with shopping bags, crunching through the
snow. A fox was a bin-scavenger and mouse-pouncer; a seagull was a flighty collector, a feather-face, with limbs as thin as wire. And these are children
with an average age of ten! I’d say the future of poetry is in safe hands. 
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Image: a section of the banner which will wrap around the base of the tree. Artwork by Peter Austin
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“Only some of their remarkable descriptions could make it into the final draft, but I’ve aimed to capture the mood and essence of their work, and I’m
now hugely looking forward to seeing the finished banner in all its glory, complete with poem and illustrations. I’m told that around three million
people get to see the tree (and therefore the poem) over the Christmas period. At roughly 3,000 times the average sales of a poetry book, it’s a great
way to get the poem seen, and to raise the profile of poetry in general.”

Three more top poets, Joshua Idehen, Coral Rumble and Cheryl Moskowitz, worked with pupils in years 5 and 6 to write poems about the tree.
They were encouraged to think about exploring the world through their senses, the natural world around us and about what kind of animals live in
the city. Cheryl Moskowitz said: “The children have an immediate identification with the tree and a profound understanding of its importance as a
gift, a token of appreciation and a symbol of peace and appreciation between two nations. The powerful and often very personal poetry they produced
on the days I spent with them reflects this.”

The poem begins:

The Christmas Tree’s Secret 

Julia Copus

Gather round: I’ve a tale to tell.
If you’ve ears to hear, then listen well.

In the frosty lanes of alley cats;
on patches of lawn by the high-rise flats;
and parks where jewel-green parakeets 
perch in the trees; in the crowded streets,
not far from where the shoppers go 
pushing their feet through the hard-packed snow...

The full poem will be unveiled on 1 December. Contact us if you’d like a preview.

The Trafalgar Square Christmas tree was first sent to London in 1947 as a mark of thanks for Britain’s support during the Second World War. Every
year the Lord Mayor of Westminster visits Oslo for the traditional tree-felling ceremony. 

The poem will be displayed on banners around the tree in Trafalgar Square from 2 December 2016 until 6 January 2017. The banners will feature
artwork designed by Peter Austin. 

– ENDS –
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Notes to Editors
The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of Britain’s most
dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and commissioning programmes and a packed
calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National
Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk or
@PoetrySociety on Twitter
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Look North More Often
The Christmas tree poem is written as part of The Poetry Society’s Look North More Often project The project takes its name from a line by
Norwegian poet Rolf Jacobsen. Each year pupils from different primary schools work with poets to write poems to celebrate the arrival of the Trafalgar
Square Christmas tree. The children’s lines and images are then combined into a poem by a new poet. The poems in previous years were: ‘Tree Song’
by Kit Wright in 2009, ‘Green Magi’ by John Agard in 2010, ‘Roots’ by Roger McGough in 2011; ‘The Kindness of Trees’ by Jackie Kay in 2012;
‘Decorating the Tree’ by Kevin Crossley-Holland in 2013; ‘How I’ll Decorate My Tree’ by Liz Lochhead in 2014; and ‘The Secret Song of the Tree’ by
Ian McMillan in 2015. In 2009-10, commissioned new translations were also displayed by Kevin Crossley-Holland and Philip Gross of classic
Norwegian poems by Tarjei Vesaas and Nordahl Grieg. 
The schools that worked with Look North More Often this year are: St Peter’s Eaton Square CE Primary School, Westminster; St Clement Danes CE
Primary School, Westminster; St Mary of the Angels Primary School, Westminster; and Gateway Academy, Westminster.
www.poetrysociety.org.uk/looknorth

A symbol of Anglo-Norwegian friendship, a tree for Trafalgar Square has been given to the people of London by the City of Oslo since 1947 in
gratitude for British support during the Second World War. Follow the tree on Twitter @TrafalgarsTree.

Poets
Julia Copus is a poet and children’s author. Her three collections have all been awarded ‘Recommendations’ by the Poetry Book Society. She has also
won First Prize in the National Poetry Competition and the prestigious Forward Prize for Best Single Poem. She is currently writing a biography of
turn-of-the-century Bloomsbury poet Charlotte Mew, due from Faber in 2018. Her picture books are Hog in the Fog, The Hog, the Shrew and the
Hullabaloo and The Shrew that Flew.

The poets who worked with the children in the schools were Joshua Idehen, Coral Rumble and Cheryl Moskowitz. 
Joshua Idehen is a poet, teacher and musician. A British born Nigerian, Joshua was the founder of one of the most successful poetry events in
London, Poejazzi. His poetry has been published alongside Linton Kwesi Johnson and Anthony Joseph and he has performed at festivals and respected
venues across the UK and Europe. He is a member of electro/R&B band: Hugh, who've recently been championed by Huw Stephens, Diplo and
Aluna George. He recently collaborated with The Comet Is Coming on their debut album Channel The Spirits which was nominated for a Mercury
Award.
Coral Rumble has worked as a poet for many years, and is featured in Favourite Poets (Hodder).  Michael Rosen has commented, ‘Rumble has a dash
and delight about her work’. Coral has worked in numerous schools, with all age groups. She has had three collections of poems published, and has
contributed to well over 100 anthologies. Both of her later collections were featured in the ‘Best Books’ supplement of Junior Education Mag, and
were selected as choices by The Children’s Poetry Bookshelf. Coral has written many poems for Cbeebies TV and Cbeebies Radio. Her picture book
The Adventures of the Owl and the Pussycat, illustrated by her daughter, Charlotte Cooke, was longlisted for the ‘Oscars First Book Prize’ award.
Cheryl Moskowitz writes for adults and children. Since 2014 she has been Poet in Residence at Highfield Primary, a large multicultural school in
North London with over fifty nationalities and languages spoken. Her work is published widely in anthologies and literary magazines. Book
publications include novel Wyoming Trail (Granta), Poetry for children Can It Be About Me? (Frances Lincoln), A life in the year of... Poetry at Highfield
and The Girl is Smiling (Circle Time Press). She has been one of the poets delivering workshops for the Look North More Often project with The
Poetry Society for the past seven years.

The Northbank Business Improvement District (BID)
The Northbank area takes in many famous landmarks in Central London including Trafalgar Square, the Aldwych, Temple and the Strand. It includes
a major stretch of the Thames Embankment and brings the area under one name for the first time. The BID has been established to improve the look
and feel of the area, promote the cultural offerings, encourage a stronger business community and enhance the Northbank’s appeal as a top
destination. A Public Realm Vision published in 2015 will see the area transform into a much safer and more pleasant environment to spend time in. 
Find out more at www.thenorthbank.london or @TheNorthbankBID on Twitter.


