
When I heard people’s stories and 
poems I actually learned more about 
them… they’ve changed in my eyes.
SLAMbassadors participant

The UK’s longest running spoken word education programme.

Presents

This experience has quite literally changed his life.
SLAMbassadors teacher, talking about a pupil

What you have created with 
SLAMbassadors is so much more 

than an arts experience; it is 
therapy and care work, rescue 

and rebuilding! It is so vital.
SLAMbassadors teacher

It gives them permission to speak.
SLAMbassadors looked after children support worker



The SLAMbassadors programme is a mix of targeted 
workshops, and an open youth slam competition.

Throughout the year a team of poet educators deliver 
poetry workshops with young people in difficult 
circumstances. These sessions are designed to give young 
people the chance to investigate the theme of ‘identity’, 
exploring their own self-image and their place in the world. 
After a two-day intensive session each participant films 
themselves performing their finished poem, for entry into 
the national youth slam championship.

The national slam takes place online and is open to all 
young people aged 12-18 in the UK. It is judged each 
year by a celebrated spoken word artist. Past judges have 
included Benjamin Zephaniah, Scroobius Pip, Kate 
Tempest and Hollie McNish.

The programme ends with the national final; a showcase 
for the winners at London’s Southbank Centre. For a large 
number of winners this will be the first performance of 
many as they go on to become established poets. 

As well as launching spoken word careers, SLAMbassadors 
is as much about the many hundreds of participants who 
will not become spoken word artists. It’s about the young 
people who, through their workshops, begin to find their 
voice and address some of the challenging circumstances 
they face.

It made me more confident and 
comfortable with my identity
SLAMbassadors participant 

I was drifting. SLAMbassadors 
picked me up, and dropped me 
down with a newfound zeal and 
confidence… I felt powerful for 
maybe the first time in my life.
SLAMbassadors participant

Changing perceptions of poetry 
For many young people, this is the first time that they 
have encountered spoken word. Their poet facilitator will 
perform for them and introduce them to pieces by other 
artists. 

I didn’t even know that this kind 
of poetry was even done. 
SLAMbassadors participant 

Giving young people a voice
The programme aims to help young people explore and 
express their own ideas and emotions about the theme of 
‘identity’. For many this is a positive, cathartic, experience; 
often touching on very personal issues.

It is not even just about English, 
but about expression. When 
you have behavioural issues, it 
is about expression, or lack of 
expression: ‘I don’t know how 
to tell you that I’m angry’, or 
‘I don’t know how to express 
how I actually feel.’ Poetry gives 
people that forum, especially 
young adults. 
SLAMbassadors teacher

A creative approach
Introducing a professional spoken word artist to a school 
context can offer an alternative approach to everyday 
lessons. Participants enjoy encountering a different 
perspective, and hearing a fresh voice. 

It is much better than school… 
we could portray our own 
feelings, our own emotions, 
our own ideas.
SLAMbassadors participant

Developing tools and techniques
Workshops help young people to develop methods to 
express themselves through spoken word. Exercises explore 
creative thinking, language, re-drafting and performance. 

They are learning judgement, 
listening skills, articulating their 
ideas, confidence building… 
SLAMbassadors teacher

Developing confidence
SLAMbassadors gives many participants a big confidence 
boost, as they successfully push themselves to try new 
things: creating and performing their own work, and 
receiving positive feedback from professional poets.

It is nice […] to have someone 
coming and working with us, 
and noticing that even because 
of where we are from, difficult 
areas, we have still got potential 
to succeed in various things or in 
various art forms.
SLAMbassadors participant

The programme The SLAMbassadors approach



Take part
SLAMbassadors runs in schools, youth clubs, young offender institutes, on traveller 
sites, and with support groups for looked after children; anywhere there are young 
people with a story to tell. 

Please get in touch to find out more about how you could bring SLAMbassadors to 
your setting.

I have been to lots of spoken word performances but have never been 
as moved and as inspired as I was today - those kids brought the 
flames!
SLAMbassadors teacher

This is one of the experiences that [these students] are going to 
remember when they’re much much older… they have produced 
phenomenal work that they wouldn’t be able to produce in lessons.
SLAMbassadors teacher
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