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The Poetry Society and the Canal & River Trust are very pleased to announce the appointment of the 2016 Canal Laureate: the poet 
Luke Kennard. Luke takes over the role from boating poet, Jo Bell, as she concludes her hugely successful term as the nation’s inaugural Canal
Laureate. Talking about his appointment, Luke said:

"I'm thrilled to be appointed Canal Laureate and I'm already looking forward to the work which will come out of this collaboration. I'm
not a boater or an angler and the last time I rode a bike I hit a wall, but I love the mysterious and oddly beautiful environment of the canal
paths, the focal point of the industrial and the natural; the way they act as footnotes to the principal roads and streets of the cities they pass
through. I suppose I'll be bringing the perspective of the curious, lost pedestrian." 

The Canal Laureateship was established by The Poetry Society and the Canal & River Trust in 2013, to encourage exciting new writing about the
canal network. The project is part of the Arts on the Waterways programme, a wider partnership between the Canal & River Trust, Arts Council
England and Arts Council of Wales, which aims to attract more visitors to the waterways while surprising and delighting existing communities
through innovative art projects. 

Luke Kennard will begin his Laureateship by foot, writing about his canal-side journeys as he goes, in a series of new poems. The poems, and other
surreal observations from the narrow road will be published from January 2016 on the project blog: www.waterlines.org.uk. You can also follow his
adventures via Twitter @CanalPoetry. 

As the year progresses, Luke will be engaging audiences in a series of events, workshops and collaborations. 

Richard Parry, Canal & River Trust chief executive, said: 
“We’re delighted to welcome Luke Kennard as the new Canal Laureate, as he takes up the baton from Jo Bell. Luke, as a ‘curious
pedestrian’, will provide a new perspective, as he explores and learns about our historic canals and rivers afresh, and we’re excited to see the
direction he takes.   
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Luke Kennard, credit: Billie Charity-Prescott
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“I would also like to thank Jo for her wonderful tenure as the inaugural Canal Laureate. She brought her passion for canals, archaeology and
boats alive to new audiences and proved just how much poetry and waterways have in common. They both inspire us and give us pause for
thought. They allow us to look at familiar places in unfamiliar ways. They focus our minds on what is important and worthwhile. In an
increasingly hectic world these things are more precious now than ever.” 

Luke’s poetry is characterised by ‘unabashed quirkiness’ and ‘a witty presence of mind’ (says Maurice Riordan, Editor of The Poetry Review). The
Poetry Archive praises the ‘skill and garrulity’ of ‘Kennard's Python-esque poems’ which offer ‘elaborate surreal narratives’.  The Guardian were excited
to find Luke  “that rare commodity… both excellent and laugh-out-loud funny”. Based in Birmingham, Luke has published four books of poetry, a
novella and several pamphlets. He has a new poetry collection out in 2016. He was recently named as one of the Poetry Book Society’s Next
Generation Poets – writers hotly-tipped to dominate UK poetry for the next decade. 

Judith Palmer, Director of the Poetry Society, said: 
“There is a long tradition of poetry about rivers. But where was the poetry of canals? we asked. The Canal Laureate programme has now
proved what rich inspiration our canal network offers to writers. Working in partnership with the Canal & River Trust, we’ve been able to
commission a brilliant array of new poems which readers can enjoy for generations. We’re very excited to be working with Luke Kennard
and being transported by his canal-inspired flights of imagination as we begin the next stage of our canal poetry adventure. Jo Bell
illuminated the waterways from a boater’s perspective, now Luke will take up the story from the towpath. 

“Canals are an important place of escape, and a space to think and daydream. They are the perfect foil for Luke Kennard’s digressive poems
of ruminative surprise.” 

The Poetry Society and Canal & River Trust have been collaborating successfully since 2012, finding new ways to celebrate canal culture through
poetry. Jo Bell was appointed inaugural Canal Laureate for 2013-2015, writing sensuous new poems that taught us how to live on a narrow boat
(‘walk slowly and quite often sideways’), wonder at the engineering miracle of water traveling uphill, and listen to a boat chewed by ice (‘You wake,
and know. / The boat is still as bones / and you, its read heart beating’). Further poems were commissioned by poets including Ian McMillan, Ian
Duhig, Liz Berry, Roy Fisher, Alan Buckley and Tony Walsh. New poems have been carved into newly made lock-beams and made into short films;
with forgotten classics given new life in performances, publication and animations. Canal poetry has been celebrated at venues including the Hay
Festival, the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Birmingham Literature Festival, National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port, London’s Southbank
Centre and Crick Boat Show, and with a dedicated canal edition of BBC Radio 4’s Poetry Please.

– ENDS –
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Notes to Editors
Luke Kennard
Luke Kennard is the author of four collections of poetry and a novella called Holophin (Penned in the Margins, 2012). His first book, The Solex
Brothers, won him an Eric Gregory Award from the Society of Authors in 2005. His second, The Harbour Beyond the Movie made him the youngest
poet to be shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best Collection in 2007. He has also published two chapbooks, Planet Shaped Horse (Nine Arches,
2011) and The Necropolis Boat (Holdfire Press, 2012) which won the Poetry Book Society’s pamphlet choice in 2012. A Lost Expression was published
by Salt in 2012 to critical acclaim and his fifth collection, Like Cain is due from Penned in the Margins in 2016. His literary criticism has appeared in
the TLS, Poetry London and The National. 

Luke Kennard lives in Birmingham. He was born in Kingston-upon-Thames and grew up in Luton. He has a PhD in English from the University of
Exeter and lectures in Creative Writing at the University of Birmingham. In 2014 he was named one of the Next Generation Poets by the Poetry Book
Society in their once per-decade list of poets “expected to dominate the poetry landscape of the coming decade”.

Continues over



For further information
Telephone Sophie Baker
on 020 7420 9895 or email
sbaker@poetrysociety.org.uk

Page 3 of 3The Poetry Society
22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX
Tel: 020 7420 9880 Fax: 020 7240 4818
www.poetrysociety.org.uk

PRESS RELEASE ctd

7 December 2015
For immediate release  

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It
publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk

The Canal & River Trust
The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection
of listed structures, as well as museums, archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites. We believe that living waterways transform places and
enrich lives and our role is to make sure there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, stretch your legs
and simply feel closer to nature.  

The Arts on the Waterways programme was initiated by the Trust in 2012 in partnership with Arts Council England, and more recently with strategic
support from the Arts Council of Wales. We work with talented artists and leading arts institutions which are based near waterways to inspire more
people to experience and appreciate our waterways www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/waterway-arts 

Waterlines
News from the Canal Laureate programme can be followed at www.waterlines.org.uk or on Twitter @CanalPoetry


