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Raymond Antrobus wins The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize, awarded by The Poetry Society’s
magazine The Poetry Review

Raymond Antrobus’s poem ‘Sound Machine’ is the winner of The Poetry Society’s Geoffrey Dearmer Prize for the best
poem in The Poetry Review during 2017. The Prize, which is awarded annually to a poem by a poet who hadn’t, at the time
their work appeared, published a full collection, was judged this year by poet Ocean Vuong.  

Of the judging process and selecting the winning poem, Ocean Vuong said:

“The Poetry Review’s Geoffrey Dearmer Prize 2017 is the first poetry prize I’ve judged in the UK, and I
found the wealth of writing in this batch of poems so abundant, so wildly rich in styles and forms, that it
was difficult to select the one winning poem without also acknowledging the many successful poems
published this past year in The Poetry Review. 

“Among these poems, however, it was Raymond Antrobus’s ‘Sound Machine’ that kept snagging me back
to its emotionally textured and sonically charged wordscape. The poem gyrates through interrogations of
grief and ancestry twinned with a brooded meditation on masculinity and selfhood, the gifts and burdens
we inherit, despite ourselves, from our fathers. Hewn through the intersection of race, class, the canonical
and the alternative, and garnering with it echoes of Derek Walcott, Natalie Diaz and Yusef Komunyakaa
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(particularly the latter’s ‘My Father’s Love Letters’), the poem is as much an ars poetica as it is a raison d'être
for one’s very life – steeped in the essential question of how we choose our own paths without (completely)
forsaking those who made us. At once stubbornly local and subtly expansive, the poem refuses to bask the
past in nostalgia – but instead revisits its epicenters from the contemporary present, creating a simultaneity
that sears and concusses – in ways, it feels, only poetry can.”

The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize, established in 1998 in memory of The Poetry Society’s oldest member, celebrates its 40th
year in 2018. It has an enviable record of rewarding poets who have subsequently become leading figures in contemporary
poetry and have gone on to publish prize-winning collections. Winners include Paul Farley, twice winner of the Forward
Prize twice, and winner of the Somerset Maugham Award and the Whitbread Poetry Award; Kim Moore, winner of the
Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize for Poetry 2016; and Kayo Chingonyi, winner of the Dylan Thomas Prize 2018.

Raymond Antrobus will be among the readers at the launch of the summer issue of The Poetry Review at the newly-
refurbished Poetry Café on 11th July; Liz Berry and Martina Evans will also be reading and short films by Andre Gaboo
and Peter Gizzi will be screened at the event.

.  .  .

Duncan Chambers wins the Hamish Canham Prize, awarded by The Poetry Society’s
newspaper Poetry News

“In those days, the grandmasters wore suits,
hired, borrowed or family heirlooms.
Waiters patrolled the lines of tables,
bearing espresso, hock, small packs of Camels.”

– from ‘Chess at Baden-Baden, 1925’

Duncan Chambers has won the 2017 Hamish Canham Prize with his poem ‘Chess at Baden-Baden, 1925’. The poem, one
of 24 Poetry Society Members’ poems published in Poetry News between Summer 2017 and Spring 2018, was selected by
judges Carole Satyamurti (chair) and a Poetry Society team of Ben Rogers, Julia Bird, Paul McGrane, and Mike Sims.

Judges were unanimous in their choice of Duncan’s poem, which was inspired by the competition theme, ‘Elegant’ set 
by Tim Turnbull and published in the Winter 2017 issue of Poetry News. Tim wrote at the time of the poem’s delightful
economies, and the contrast between the shabby lives of the participants and the hinted-at grandeur of the tournament
resort. 

Speaking about the winning poem, Julia Bird said: 

“The poem is an elliptical account of the first international chess tournament in Germany since 1924.
Global and personal politics shift outside the tournament venue while spectators sit in ‘velvet armchairs’
smoking ‘small packs of Camels’. Subtle patterning connects the winners (their ‘hired, borrowed’ or
‘heirloom’ suits) with the losers, who walk off into the rain, back to a life of ‘blocked drains, candles’ and
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‘sardines’. The suspicion develops that the grandmasters, waiters and players who populate the poem are
actually themselves the kings, knights and pawns of the game.”

Duncan Chambers said about writing the poem:

“Baden-Baden 1925 was a genuine historical chess tournament, in which many of the strongest players in
the world took part.  I wrote it specifically in response to the competition theme of ‘elegance’ and
envisaged the poem as a series of very loosely rhymed couplets, perhaps a bit like a sequence of moves in a
game of chess.”  

The Hamish Canham Prize is awarded annually to the best members’ poem in Poetry News. It was founded in 2004 by
Sheena and Hugh Canham, in memory of their son, Hamish Canham (1962-2003). 

– ENDS –
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Notes to Editors

The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize Winner: Raymond Antrobus
Raymond Antrobus is a Hackney-born British Jamaican poet, educator, editor and curator of the Chill Pill event series. His pamphlet,
To Sweeten Bitter (2017), is published by Out-Spoken Press and his forthcoming debut, The Perseverance (2018) will be published by
Penned in the Margins in October. He is a Complete Works III fellow and one of the world’s first recipients of an MA in Spoken Word
education (Goldsmiths, University of London). He is also one of three current recipients of the Jerwood Compton Poetry Fellowship.
His poem, ‘Sound Machine’, was first published in The Poetry Review, 107:1, Spring 2017.

“His monologues are stunning studies of voice and substance, and his lyric poems are graceful and finely crafted.”– Kwame Dawes 

The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize Judge: Ocean Vuong
Ocean Vuong is the author of Night Sky With Exit Wounds, winner of the 2017 T.S. Eliot Prize and the Forward Prize for Best First Collection.

The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize 
The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize, which is presented annually by The Poetry Society celebrates twenty years this year. Awarded for the best poem in The
Poetry Review by a poet who had not, at the time their work appeared, published a collection, it is funded through the generosity of the Dearmer
family in honour of the poet and former member Geoffrey Dearmer. The inaugural winner in 1998 was Paul Farley with ‘Keith Chegwin as Fleance’,
chosen by Wendy Cope. More recent winners have included Laura Scott, Kayo Chingonyi, Kim Moore, Denise Saul, Michael Murphy (twice) and
Sarah Wardle.

The Poetry Review 
The Poetry Review is one of the world’s leading contemporary poetry magazines. Published by The Poetry Society since 1912, it has become the most
widely read poetry magazine in the UK. Many of the century’s greatest names have appeared on its pages, from W.H. Auden and Robert Frost to
Seamus Heaney and Wislawa Szymborska. It is edited by Emily Berry, and continues to showcase exciting new work by poets from across the world.
The Poetry Review is published quarterly in March, June, September and December and is available from leading bookshops across the UK and
internationally. A subscription to The Poetry Review is also included as part of membership of the Poetry Society. Telephone 020 7420 9881 or email
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Hamish Canham Prize Winner: Duncan Chambers
Duncan Chambers is a University researcher living in York and working in Sheffield. He has been writing poetry since the 1980s and
has been published in various magazines including Ambit, The Rialto, Stand, The Interpreter’s House and The North. He was shortlisted in
the 2016/17 Poetry Business Pamphlet Competition. 

The Hamish Canham Prize 
The annual prize for the best members’ poem in Poetry News was established in 2004 by Sheena and Hugh Canham, in memory of their son, 
Hamish Canham (1962-2003), who was a gifted child psychotherapist with a passionate interest in, and love of, poetry.  Former winners include 
Ian Humphreys, Robin Houghton, Suzanna Fitzpatrick, Martin Figura and Denise Bennett.

Poetry News
Poetry News, published quarterly, is the members’ newspaper of The Poetry Society. In each issue, a professional poet sets a theme of his or her choice
to which Poetry Society members respond. The judge selects six poems for publication in Poetry News. These poets are then eligible to be considered
for the Hamish Canham Prize, which is awarded annually and presented by the Poetry Society on behalf of the Canham family.

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into 
one of Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. 
It publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Ted Hughes Award for New Work in Poetry and the 
Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award. www.poetrysociety.org.uk


