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“Foyle Young Poets has become an essential institution, a way of discovering and developing the next generation of poets. Former Foyle

winners are now among the most admired British poets, so it’s a real privilege to be invited to judge this year’s competition, and an

exciting prospect too.” – Michael Symmons Roberts, Foyle Young Poet of the Year Judge 2015

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award broke all the records last year; with entries from 7,603 young poets from 78 countries it has cemented its
position as the world’s largest literary competition. Entries flooded in from every postcode in the UK and from countries as far afield as Nepal, Benin
and Papua New Guinea. Amongst last year’s winners are poets from France, Israel, Australia, New Zealand, India, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Canada and
the USA.  

Now with acclaimed poets Liz Berry and Michael Symmons Roberts at the helm as judges, this year’s competition is once again on the hunt for the
world’s most exciting new poets aged 11-17 – flanked by celebrity patrons including Martha Kearny and Phill Jupitus. 

Founded by the Poetry Society in 1998, the Award is now firmly established as the key competition for young poets.  With such fierce competition, to
be selected by the judges as one of the top 100 (15 top winners and 85 commended poets) is a truly world-class achievement. Over the past 17 years
the Award has kick-started the career of many of today’s most exciting new voices, including Next Generation Poet Helen Mort and Poetry London
editor Ahren Warner. The phrase ‘Former Foyle Young Poet’ is now found in countless professional biographies as alumni make their mark on the
wider literary world, their names appearing on bookshelves and at festivals the world over – from the BBC Proms to the Glastonbury Festival.

This year’s world-class winners will be announced at a glittering awards ceremony in London on National Poetry Day, 8th October 2015. The top 15
winning poems are published in the yearly winners anthology – 24,000 of which are sent to schools, arts organisations, opinion formers and poets
each year to mark the launch. The top 15 winners are also invited to attend a week’s residential creative writing course at a prestigious Arvon centre or
receive a poet residency in their school (age dependent). All 100 winners receive one year’s Youth Membership of the Poetry Society, a range of book
prizes, and benefit from ongoing support and encouragement from the Poetry Society via publication, performance and internship opportunities. In

L-R: Liz Berry, 2014 Foyle Winner Rebecca Alifimoff on BBC World News, Michael Symmons Roberts

The world’s largest literary competition once again leads 
the call for the most exciting writers aged 11-17
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the past year Foyle winners have read at high profile events at the Southbank Centre, BBC’s The One Show, Radio 4, BBC World News, Ledbury
Poetry Festival and the Proms at the Royal Albert Hall

The Award also incorporates a year-round programme of activity to support creativity and literacy in schools. We offer a number of ‘Applauded’
schools free poet-led workshops to reward their continuing enthusiasm for the Award, and nurture best practice in creative writing teaching by
identifying committed ‘Teacher Trailblazers’ to act as mentors and share best practice and lesson ideas online. 

“The Poetry Society makes young people feel as if anything is possible. It was superb to witness the success of one of our former commended
poets as she embarked upon the start of her literary journey. Foyle really does bring out the best in our students; long may it continue!” 

– Teacher Trailblazer Ramnika Sharma, of Oaklands Catholic School, Hampshire

www.foyleyoungpoets.org 

– ENDS –
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Notes to Editors

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award
Foyle Young Poets of the Year is the largest and most prestigious award for young poets aged 11-17 writing original works in English. The competition
is free to enter and poems can be on any theme, and of any length. Winners are published in an anthology, and benefit from a range of professional
development opportunities offered by the Poetry Society. Foyle winners are also offered paid internships, and editorial opportunities via the Poetry
Society’s online platform the Young Poets Network. To read case studies of former winners, read the full rules, download lesson plans and enter online
visit www.foyleyoungpoets.org 

Foyle Winners Anthology & Poster – © James Brown 2015
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The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. Today it has nearly 4,000 members
worldwide and publishes the leading poetry magazine, Poetry Review. With innovative education and commissioning programmes, and a packed
calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all. www.poetrysociety.org.uk 

The Foyle Foundation
The Foyle Foundation is an independent grant-making trust supporting UK charities which, since its formation in 2001, has become a major funder
of the arts and learning. The Foyle Foundation has invested in the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award since 2001, one of its longest partnerships.
During this time it has trebled its support and enabled the competition to develop and grow to become one of the premier literary awards in the
country. www.foylefoundation.org.uk

The Judges
Michael Symmons Roberts

Michael was born in 1963 in Preston, Lancashire, UK. His poetry has won the Forward Prize, the Costa Poetry Prize
and the Whitbread Poetry Award, and been shortlisted for the Griffin International Poetry Prize and the T.S. Eliot
Prize. He has received major awards from the Arts Council and the Society of Authors. He is a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Literature, and of the English Association. His continuing collaboration with composer James MacMillan
has led to two BBC Proms choral commissions, song cycles, music theatre works and operas for the Royal Opera
House, Scottish Opera, Boston Lyric Opera and Welsh National Opera. Their WNO commission ‘The Sacrifice’

won the RPS Award for opera, and their Royal Opera House / Scottish Opera commission 'Clemency' was nominated for an Olivier Award. His
broadcast work includes ‘A Fearful Symmetry’ for Radio 4 which won the Sandford St. Martin Prize, and ‘Last Words’ commissioned by Radio 4 to
mark the first anniversary of 9/11.He has published two novels, and is Professor of Poetry at Manchester Metropolitan University.
www.symmonsroberts.com

Liz Berry

Liz was born in the Black Country and now lives in Birmingham. She received an Eric Gregory Award in 2009, an
Arvon-Jerwood Mentorship in 2011 and won the Poetry London competition in 2012. Her pamphlet The Patron
Saint of Schoolgirls was published by Tall Lighthouse in 2010. Liz's poetry has been broadcast on BBC Radio and
recorded for the Poetry Archive. Her debut collection, Black Country (Chatto & Windus, 2014), was a Poetry Book
Society Recommendation and won the Forward Prize for Best First Collection 2014.
www.lizberrypoetry.co.uk 


