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Ellora Sutton and Elsie Hayward win top prizes in the 
Artlyst Art to Poetry Awards 
 

  
 
Ellora Sutton (left), winner of the Artlyst Art to Poetry Award adult prize and Elsie Hayward (right), winner 
of the youth prize 
 
Ellora Sutton and Elsie Hayward have been announced as the inaugural winners of the 
Artlyst Art to Poetry Award, a new international ekphrastic poetry competition, run by 
Artlyst in association with The Poetry Society. 
 
Ellora Sutton is the winner of the adult Artlyst Art to Poetry Award for her poem ‘The Angel 
Gabriel Visits Mary in Bedlam (Ecce Ancilla Domini!)’’, based on Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s oil 
painting ‘Ecce Ancilla Domini! (The Annunciation)’ created in 1849-50.  Ellora won the top 
£1,000 prize for her winning poem, beating off competition from over 1,500 other poems. 
 
The judging panel for the adult competition included poet, novelist and art critic Sue Hubbard 
representing Artlyst, alongside judges Kelly Grovier from Artlyst, Judith Palmer and Ben Rogers 
from The Poetry Society and poets Katrina Naomi and Helen Ivory.  Sue Hubbard, who was the 
chair of the judging panel, said of Ellora’s winning poem: 



 
“The Pre-Raphaelites, as did many in the 19th century, saw women as either madonnas or 
whores. An excess of sexual ardour was considered, to use Freud's later term, to be a form of 
hysteria.  This excellent poem captures both the eroticism and possible madness of its female 
subject. Her sense of despair at not being believed - 'talking in tongues' as described in the 
doctor's notes - as well as her desire for sexual union and sacrifice.  The language is raw, rich 
and physical creating, as does Rossetti's painting, an emotionally tense tableau.” 
 
Ellora, who lives in Hampshire and is studying an MA in Creative Writing with the Open 
University said on her win: “Winning this award means so much to me, I still can’t quite believe 
it!  It’s given me such a boost in confidence, and the prize money will really help with my 
studies.” 
 
Second prize in the adult competition was won by Mark Wynne, for a poem based on Frank 
Auerbach’s painting ‘Interior, Vincent Terrace’ (1982-4), who will receive £300 and the 
runners-up were Lesley Saunders, M G Leibowitz and Pat Winslow, who will receive £50 each. 
The highly commended poets included Rosie Sandler, Janet Lees, Kirsten Luckins, Xiao Yue 
Shan, Martin Rieser, Mary Mulholland, Ella Standage, Mariah Whelan, and Josephine Abbott. 
 
Elsie Hayward, 15, is winner of the youth prize, winning £100 in book tokens for her poem 
‘Cartoon’, inspired by Leonardo Da Vinci’s charcoal and chalk drawing ‘The Virgin and Child 
with St Anne and St John the Baptist’ (c.1499-1508), which is currently kept in a dark room at 
the National Gallery in London. 
 
The youth competition was judged by Frances Segelman (Lady Petchey), Helen Bowell from 
The Poetry Society and poet Rachel Long. Second prize in the youth competition was won by 
Anne Kwok inspired by a painting by Odd Nerdrum and third prize by Emma Miao, 15, for her 
poem based on a Bob Ross painting.  The highly commended poets included Annie Davison, 
Charlotte Hughes, Esther Kim, Jewel Cao and Anna Westwig. 
 
All the winners and highly commended poets will have their poems published on The Poetry 
Society’s website and will be published in a forthcoming anthology of winners for the Artlyst Art 
to Poetry Award, which will feature artwork by celebrated artist Sean Scully. 
 
The winners were announced at a live awards ceremony run on digital platform Zoom on the 
evening of Thursday 30 July 2020. 
 

END 
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: for further information, images or to arrange interviews please 
contact: Ben Rogers or Oliver Fox, The Poetry Society: 020 7420 9880 email 
brogers@poetrysociety.org.uk or ofox@poetrysociety.org.uk  
 



 
 
  



Notes to Editors 
 
Artlyst Art to Poetry Award Adult Competition Winners  
 
1st: Ellora Sutton lives in Hampshire, where she is studying towards an MA in Creative Writing 
with the Open University. She has been published in Poetry Birmingham Literary Journal, The 
Cardiff Review, Mookychick, and The Female Spectator, amongst others. She was commended 
in the 2019 Winchester Poetry Prize; won the 2019 Pre-Raphaelite Society poetry competition; 
and has been a winner of several Young Poets Network challenges. Her debut chapbook All the 
Shades of Grief is forthcoming from Nightingale & Sparrow. 
 
2nd: Mark Wynne’s poetry has been published in Magma magazine, South Bank Poetry, The 
Moth and Ambit. His first pamphlet, Frank & Stella, will be published by tall-lighthouse in 
September. His next collection will be published by Knives Forks and Spoons Press in 2021. 
 
Runner-up: M.G. Leibowitz was born and raised in New York. Her work has appeared or is 
forthcoming in Creative Nonfiction, Foundry, Mslexia, and West Branch, among others. Her first 
poetry collection, Hypatia at the Museum, was the winner of the Finishing Line Press 2019 New 
Women's Voices Chapbook Competition, and is forthcoming in the fall of 2020. 
 
Runner-up: Lesley Saunders is the author of several books of poetry, most recently 
Nominy-Dominy (Two Rivers Press 2018) – ‘a feature of this collection is its sheer ease with and 
celebration of language itself’; and also, with Philip Gross, A Part of the Main (Mulfran Press 
2018), a book-length dialogue-in-poetry about belonging and migration in an interconnected 
world – ‘this poetic voyage feels irresistible, urgent and unrelenting in the best sense.’ 
 
Runner-up: Pat Winslow worked for twelve years as an actor before leaving the theatre in 
1987. She has published seven collections, most recently, Kissing Bones. Pat also works as a 
storyteller. She collaborated with composer Oliver Vibrans on her version of ‘The Coat’, a folk 
tale from the Caucasus, for the Royal College of Music last year. For more information  
 
Artlyst Art to Poetry Award Youth Competition Winners 
 
1st: Elsie Hayward is a fifteen-year-old poet from very rural Dorset. She was commended in 
the Young Poets Network's Photographic Poetry Challenge and long-listed in the Meta-poetry 
challenge in 2019. She also won her age category in Live Canon's 2020 Children's Poetry 
Competition and is published in their anthology. 
 
2nd: Anne Kwok is a National Student Poet semifinalist and commended Foyle Young Poet. 
She has been honored by National Poetry Quarterly, the Apprentice Writer, and Smith College. 
Her work is published or forthcoming in Hyphen Magazine, Eunoia Review, and Half Mystic. She 
enjoys a glass of cold milk and peanut butter toast. 
 



3rd: Emma Miao is a 15-year-old poet from Vancouver, BC. She is a Commended Foyle Young 
Poet 2019, and her work appears or is forthcoming in Cosmonauts Avenue, Glass: A Journal of 
Poetry, and The Emerson Review, among others. She has been recognized by The Poetry 
Society UK, Pulitzer Centre, and Poetry Institute of Canada. In her spare time, Emma reads 
poetry for Up the Staircase Quarterly and plays the piano. 
 
 
 
 
 
Artlyst 
Artlyst is a London-based art information website. It was created to distribute accurate, up to 
date national and international contemporary art news and reviews, plus promote curated 
exhibition, fair and auction listings. Artlyst focuses on new, contemporary and emerging art but 
also cover a multitude of features about the story of art, in order to create a well-balanced 
overview.  For the last six years Artlyst has been dedicated to promoting cutting-edge 
contemporary art, architecture and design. The UK and international writing team covers many 
of the important global art events from Liverpool to Basel to New York and Shanghai. 
www.artlyst.com 

The Poetry Society 
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and 
appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of Britain’s most dynamic arts 
organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. Today it has a 
thriving worldwide membership and publishes Britain’s leading poetry magazine, The Poetry 
Review. With innovative education and commissioning programmes, and a packed calendar of 
performances, readings and competitions, The Poetry Society champions poetry for all. 
www.poetrysociety.org.uk  
 
  



Artlyst Art to Poetry Award - adult competition winner 
 
The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary in Bedlam’ (Ecce Ancilla Domini!) 
Ellora Sutton 
after Dante Gabriel Rossetti's painting 'Ecce Ancilla Domini!' 

 

look at the dove   so wide   a suicide against the wall 

  wrap it up in the blue cloth   I’ve been keeping it 

unwrinkled for such a purpose   long blue tongue of heaven 

  little feathers   I want to wash my hair   confession   I sang 

the dove in   they’re going to cut my hair for copper coins 

  sacrificial blade of my scalp   he comes in and I know 

he is flat and naked   his burning ankles   gristle of barbed wire 

  they took my bones away   like the dove   lighter than air 

I want to wash my hair   he holds out a wired jaw of lilies 

  two starburst and one   unbroken   and I tell him no 

  

Doctor’s Note: she has been speaking in tongues again. 

  

my shift is a grubby devout face over my legs   my knees 

  their blue is lunar   he’s still there   his broken jaw in the act 

of mending   his hair is so clean   I can’t see the door   its greased handle  

  I can miracle wine from my nose   his lilies are so white they are blue 

I tell him no   and offer him the dove instead   wrapped up 

  he smiles   all he wanted   was a little   broken body   a   pale thing 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/rossetti-ecce-ancilla-domini-the-annunciation-n01210
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/rossetti-ecce-ancilla-domini-the-annunciation-n01210


to take all the stains of his mannishness   to char by the sparks 

  of his ankles   he swallows the door after himself   the lilies 

have some Latin name that cuts my throat to say   open blue window 

  there’s a song my mother sang     do you want to hear it 

 
Artlyst Art to Poetry Award winning poem - youth competition 
 
Cartoon 
Elsie Hayward 
 
Inspired by Leonardo Da Vinci’s drawing ‘The Virgin and Child with St Anne and St John the 
Baptist’, kept in the dark room at the National Gallery 
  
This love is kept in the dark. 
You only visit it, through curtain 
Of hush and black, you step 
Into a different colour of time.  
There is no eye meeting yours, 
  
But a presence echoes softly, 
A far-off lullaby descending 
Dim staircase of years, reaching  
Through layers of silent dark 
To put a finger to half-smiling lips.  
  
The bodies are near, their shapes 
Too melted, flowing, for time to wrap  
And carry away. This is all time.  
This is flowers coming to bloom  
Beneath ancient, yellowing haze, 
  
This is warmth of lines meeting, 
Skin against skin, hidden in coolness,  
The softly steel cradle of gentle 
Strokes, blanket of tender watch. 
This is a first idea of love, 
  
A locket always carried. Somewhere  
Outside this small still offshoot  
Of the real world, the other threads  



Of the tapestry, living reflections, 
Closer than is thought.  
  
This is the heart that keeps  
The darkness thin.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


