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‘Go with a feeling’, ‘write about what matters to you’ and ‘write with passion’ is the advice being given by 
acclaimed poets Yomi S· ode and Clare Pollard, who are judging this year’s Foyle Young Poets of the Year 
Award, which opens for individual and school entries on World Book Day (4th March). 
 
Now in its 23rd year, this international competition, organised by The Poetry Society and supported by the Foyle Foundation, invites 
entries from young writers aged 11-17 years from every corner of the world. Entry is absolutely free and young writers can enter as 
many poems as they wish into the competition. 
 

Continues over

Don’t let doubt or fear hold you back, if you like writing 
poems then now is the time to enter the Foyle Young Poets 
of the Year Award 2021 
 
Our judges Clare Pollard and Yomi S·ode want to hear what young people have to say 
 
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is now open for entries from 11-17 year olds: 
foyleyoungpoets.org 

Left: Foyle 2021 artwork by James Brown. Above and 
right: Yomi S· ode (photo: Jolade Olusanya) and Clare 
Pollard (photo: Justine Stoddart).
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Former winners of the award are encouraging young writers to step up and enter this year’s competition. Andrew Pettigrew from 
Hamilton, South Lanarkshire, said: 
 

“I never actually thought I would be one of the winners and was absolutely shocked to hear that I had won. I thought I was 
just someone who liked writing but then after winning I started considering myself to be a poet. Don’t let doubt or fear hold 
you back from entering, or think you have to be brilliant at writing to win or think that what you like writing isn’t poetic. 
My winning poem, ‘Heaven in a Poke’, was about a guy who got his fish supper stolen by a seagull.” 
 

Another former winner, Nadia Lines from Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, said: 
  

“Enter Foyle as it will change your life in so many amazing ways. I didn’t win immediately and entered a couple of times. 
Seeing the winning entries each year blew me away and inspired me to keep writing. Winning the prize gave me so much 
confidence and drive to continue on writing, knowing that people wanted to read what I had to say. The best thing about 
Foyle has been the chance of meeting young poets of the same age and having a group of friends that all love poetry as much 
as I do.”    
 

Last year’s winning poems transcended the challenges of that year, and offered space for reflection, humour, passion, solidarity and 
hope. Championing the competition, Linnet Drury, a winner last year, said: 
 

“This celebration of poetry spreads the message that poetry is something for everyone, whatever your background, and 
especially for young people.”   
 

Eric Gregory Award winning poet and Foyle Young Poets Award 2021 judge, Clare Pollard, whose own first collection was published 
when she was a teenager, has some tips for young writers entering this year: 
 

“Write about what matters to you and write with passion. Poems that catch my attention are the ones that stand out. Avoid 
clichéd subject matter, think about titles and choose first lines that begin the poem in an unexpected way. Surprise us with 
unusual imagery.” 
  

Fellow Foyle Young Poets Award 2021 judge, Yomi S· ode, can’t wait to read the entries and encourages young writers to be honest and 
true to themselves:  
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From left: Nadia Lines, Andrew Pettigrew and Linnet Drury 
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“Don’t put yourself in the position where you force yourself to sit down and write something, but go with the feeling inside, 
whether it’s something happy, sad or just something curious. Run with that feeling and write it out. I’m looking forward to 
reading about those lived experiences, maybe explored in unique ways. Give me a sense of your voice. Use imagery, metaphor 
and all the skills you have. Do what you do best! I’m really looking forward to celebrating you.” 
 

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award plays an influential role in shaping contemporary British poetry. It is firmly established as 
the leading competition for young poets aged between 11 and 17 years. Enter today and you could follow in the footsteps of some of 
the most successful poets writing today. Former winners regularly go on to publish full poetry collections and are often recognised in 
significant poetry competitions for adults. In 2020 for instance, former winner Caroline Bird won the Forward Prize for Best 
Collection and was shortlisted for the Costa Poetry Award, Martha Sprackland was shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best First 
Collection and the Costa Poetry Award, and Sarah Fathima Mohammed won first prize in the Young People’s category of the 
Ledbury Poetry Festival Poetry Competition. One of the winning poems from the Foyle Young Poets award, ‘Peckham Rye Lane’ by 
A. Blakemore (2007) became a set text in the Edexcel GCSE poetry anthology in 2020.      
   
This year’s winners will be announced at a special awards ceremony in October 2021. The top 15 winning poets will have their poems 
published in an anthology in March 2022. The current year’s anthology, entitled You Speak in Constellations, has just been published 
to coincide with the launch of the 2021 competition. It features winning poems from the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2020. 
The winners’ anthology has a print run of 26,000 copies, making it one of the most widely circulated poetry anthologies in the world. 
A further 31,000 people a year read the 15 winning poems and 85 commended poems in online anthologies.  
 
The Top 15 Foyle winners are also invited to attend a week’s residential creative writing course at a prestigious Arvon centre or receive 
alternative mentoring, such as a poet residency in their school. All 100 winners will receive a year’s Youth Membership of The Poetry 
Society, a range of books and other prizes. The winners will also benefit from ongoing support and encouragement from The Poetry 
Society, via publication, performance, promotion and access to a paid internship programme. In the past, Foyle Young Poets have been 
showcased on BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 3, BBC 6 Music, BBC Arts and in The Times and The Guardian. They have featured in 
performances at the Ledbury Poetry Festival, Library Club, Proms Lates at the Royal Albert Hall and StAnza, Scotland’s International 
Poetry Festival. 
 
Schools also benefit from participating in the award. Every year, The Poetry Society selects a number of Applauded Schools, who have 
shown a continuing commitment to the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award, to receive free poet-led workshops and teacher training. 
In addition to this, every school that enters 25 or more students’ poems to the competition can book a poet to visit the school through 
The Poetry Society’s Poets in Schools service at a discounted rate. The Poetry Society also recognises a small group of ‘Teacher 
Trailblazers’ who have shown outstanding innovation and passion in inspiring young people to write. The Teacher Trailblazers are 
commissioned to produce teaching resources and writing tips to share with other schools.     
   
The closing date for the competition is Midnight (BST), 31 July 2021. Entries are welcome from individuals or via schools. Schools 
and community groups can order a free pack of anthologies and resources by emailing fyp@poetrysociety.org.uk 
 
The competition entry form, rules and all resources can be found at foyleyoungpoets.org  
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Notes to Editors 
 
Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is the largest and most prestigious award for young poets aged 11-17 writing original works in English. It is 
run by The Poetry Society, with the generous support of the Foyle Foundation. The competition is free to enter and poems can be on any theme, and 
of any length. Winners are published in an anthology, and benefit from a range of professional development opportunities offered by The Poetry 
Society. Foyle winners are also offered paid internships, and editorial opportunities via The Poetry Society’s online platform the Young Poets 
Network, www.youngpoetsnetwork.org.uk. To read case studies of former winners, read the full rules, download lesson plans and enter online, visit 
www.foyleyoungpoets.org 
 
The Poetry Society 
The Poetry Society is the leading poetry organisation in the UK. For over 100 years we’ve been a lively and passionate source of energy and ideas, 
opening up and promoting poetry to an ever-growing community of people. We run acclaimed international poetry competitions for adults and 
young people and publish The Poetry Review, one of the most influential poetry magazines in the English-speaking world. With innovative education 
and commissioning programmes, and a packed calendar of performances and readings, The Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. The Poetry 
Society is an Arts Council England national portfolio organisation and a registered charity. poetrysociety.org.uk 
 
The Foyle Foundation 
The Foyle Foundation is an independent grant-making trust supporting UK charities which, since its formation in 2001, has become a major funder 
of the arts and learning. The Foyle Foundation has invested in the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award since 2001, one of its longest partnerships. 
During this time, it has trebled its support and enabled the competition to develop and grow to become one of the premier literary awards in the 
country. www.foylefoundation.org.uk 
 
The Judges 
Yomi Sode 

Yomi Ṣode is a Nigerian British writer, performer, and facilitator. He is a recipient of the Jerwood Compton Poetry fellowship 
2019. He has read his poems internationally at various festivals, as well as performed his debut solo show (COAT) to sold-out 
audiences. Yomi has been published in The Rialto, The Poetry Review, Bare lit and 10: Poets of the New Generation, the Bare Lit 
Anthology as well an essay contribution in SAFE: On Black British Men reclaiming space. Yomi is currently working on his first 
poetry collection and his second show.   
 
 

 
Clare Pollard 

Clare Pollard was born in Bolton in 1978. She currently lives in South London with her husband and two children.  Her first 
collection of poetry, The Heavy-Petting Zoo (1998) was written whilst she was still at school, and received an Eric Gregory 
Award.  It was followed by Bedtime (2002) and Look, Clare! Look! (2005), which was made a set text on the WJEC A-level 
syllabus. Her fourth collection Changeling (2011) was a PBS Recommendation, and her latest is Incarnation (Bloodaxe, 2017).  
Her pamphlet The Lives of the Female Poets is published by Bad Betty Press (2019).  
  
Clare’s first play The Weather (Faber, 2004) premiered at the Royal Court Theatre.  She has been involved in numerous 

translation projects, including co-translating The Sea-Migrations by Asha LulMohamud Yusuf (Bloodaxe, 2017) which received a PEN Translates 
award and was chosen as the Sunday Times poetry book of the year. Clare has also translated Ovid’s Heroines (Bloodaxe, 2013), which she toured as  
a one-woman show with Jaybird Live Literature. Clare is the current editor of Modern Poetry in Translation, co-founded by Ted Hughes, as well  
as current poetry editor for The Idler.   
   
Clare’s latest book is an adult non-fiction title for Fig Tree, Fierce Bad Rabbits: The Tales Behind Children’s Picture Books (2019)  
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