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Congratulations to Dean Browne, who has won The Poetry Society’s Geoffrey Dearmer Prize 
with his poem ‘My Last Consultation’, awarded to the best poem (by a poet who had yet to 
publish a full collection at the time their work appeared) in The Poetry Review during 2020.  
 
Patricia Smith, award-winning poet and judge of the Geoffrey Dearmer Prize, said of the winning poem:  
 

“Dean Browne took the bold step of living with himself a little bit longer, taking a clear-headed 
and unapologetic look at his faithful vessel and asking, one last time, that it be salvaged for future 
endeavors. He doesn’t ask that the doctor [in the poem] find perfection – just get the ol’ bod 
humming again so that the ‘obituary mambo’ need not be considered. I particularly loved reading 
this entreaty out loud, uncovering its rampant rhythm and sly wordplay. And the sharp and 
surprising twist of ending, when the speaker sets upon the doctor, who has begun his own 
inevitable – but perhaps more beautiful – breakdown.” 

 
Dean’s poem, ‘My Last Consultation’ (see page 5 of this press release), was originally published in The Poetry 
Review’s winter 2020 issue. His poems have appeared widely in magazines and journals including Banshee, bath 
magg, Poetry Ireland Review, Poetry, and the Stinging Fly. 

The Poetry Society celebrates the 
winners of the Geoffrey Dearmer 
and Hamish Canham Prizes

Dean Browne (left),  
winner of the Geoffrey 
Dearmer Prize.  
(Photo: Phil Cremin.) 
 
Jane Wilkinson (right), 
winner of the Hamish 
Canham Prize.
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Dean said of his writing process:  
 

“I try to surprise myself and be open to chance, to trick myself out of the need to foresee the 
poem’s destination and rush to that expected place. [...] It’s the exhilaration of process just as 
much as the satisfaction of finish that I find exciting when I write.” 

 
The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize, established in memory of The Poetry Society’s oldest member, has an enviable 
record of rewarding poets who have gone on to major success. Recent winners include Phoebe Stuckes, four-
time winner of The Poetry Society’s Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and recipient of an Eric Gregory 
Award for her collection Platinum Blonde (Bloodaxe, 2020); Mary Jean Chan, whose debut collection Flèche 
(Faber, 2019) won the 2019 Costa Book Award for Poetry; Raymond Antrobus, whose debut The Perseverance 
(Penned in the Margins, 2018) won the Ted Hughes Award for New Work in Poetry, the Rathbones Folio Prize 
and the Somerset Maugham Award; and Kayo Chingonyi, winner of the Dylan Thomas Prize 2018, for 
Kumukanda (Chatto Poetry, 2017). 
 

.  .  . 
 
The winner of the 2021 Hamish Canham Prize is Jane Wilkinson with her poem 
‘Aeronautics’.   
 
The Hamish Canham Prize 2021 awards the best of the twenty-four Poetry Society Members’ poems published 
in Poetry News between summer 2020 and spring 2021, and the winner was chosen by a team of judges: staff 
members Helen Bowell, Julia Bird, Ben Rogers, Mike Sims and Adham Smart, and Poetry Society Trustees 
Andrew Neilson (Vice Chair) and Emma Dai’an Wright. 
 
Jane Wilkinson said of her winning work:  

 
“The poem started life as some early morning notebook lines in 2017. I had certainly written a 
little about motherhood before and very much more since. If I were to dig a bit deeper it has its 
roots in the harm we fear we might do and the vulnerabilities of being a new parent to a longed-
for child […] I developed the initial idea, the son as spider, the uncertainty, and then quickly 
tried extending the logic of what he would do and what his needs, as a spider, would be, how he 
might try to connect. What I had down then seemed a teetering poem, very risky for me at the 
time and also unfinished; it was written in uneven length lines initially, not at all the final form 
but closer to a column shape and left justified. I thought it needed something else, another 
written element, and so put it away for a few months.” 
 

The Hamish Canham Prize was founded in 2004 by Sheena and Hugh Canham, in memory of their son, 
Hamish Canham (1962-2003).  
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– ENDS – 
 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: for further information, images or to arrange interviews please contact: 
 

Ben Rogers, The Poetry Society: 020 7420 9880 / 07531 902479  
email brogers@poetrysociety.org.uk  

 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize Winner: Dean Browne 

Dean Browne’s poems have appeared widely in magazines and journals including Banshee, Poetry Ireland Review, Poetry, and The Stinging 
Fly. His pamphlet Kitchens At Night was selected for the Poetry Business Pamphlet Competition and will be published by Smith|Doorstop 
in 2022. He lives in Co. Cork, Ireland. His poem, ‘My Last Consultation’, was selected by judge Patricia Smith as the winner of The 
Geoffrey Dearmer Prize 2020. The poem first appeared in The Poetry Review, 110:4, winter 2020; the Prize is presented by The Poetry 
Society. (Photo: Phil Cremin) 
 

The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize Judge: Patricia Smith 
Patricia Smith is the author of eight books of poetry, including, most recently, Incendiary Art, published in the UK by Bloodaxe in 2019 and winner 
of the 2018 Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award, the 2017 Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the 2018 NAACP Image Award, and finalist for the 2018 
Pulitzer Prize. She is a co-editor of The Golden Shovel Anthology: New Poems Honoring Gwendolyn Brooks (2017).  
 
The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize  
The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize is awarded annually for the best poem in The Poetry Review by a poet who had not, at the time their work appeared, 
published a collection; it is funded through the generosity of the Dearmer family in honour of the poet and former member Geoffrey Dearmer. The 
inaugural winner in 1998 was Paul Farley with ‘Keith Chegwin as Fleance’, chosen by Wendy Cope. More recent winners have included Phoebe 
Stuckes, Mary Jean Chan, Raymond Antrobus, Laura Scott, Kayo Chingonyi, Kim Moore, Denise Saul, Michael Murphy (twice) and Sarah Wardle. 
 
The Poetry Review  
The Poetry Review is the world’s leading poetry quarterly. Published by The Poetry Society since 1912, it has become the most widely read poetry 
magazine in the UK. Many of the century’s greatest names have appeared on its pages, from W.H. Auden and Robert Frost to Seamus Heaney and 
Wisława Szymborska. It is edited by Emily Berry, and continues to showcase exciting new work by poets from across the world. The Poetry Review 
is published quarterly in March, June, September and December and is available from leading bookshops across the UK and internationally.  
A subscription to The Poetry Review is also included as part of membership of the Poetry Society. poetrysociety.org.uk 
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Hamish Canham Prize Winner: Jane Wilkinson 
Jane Wilkinson lives in Norwich. Her work has been published in magazines including Magma, The Alchemy Spoon, Ink Sweat & Tears, 
Envoi, Finished Creatures, Lighthouse Journal and anthologies with Emma Press, Live Canon and Dempsey & Windle. She won first and 
second prize in the Guernsey International Poetry Prize, and first in the Strokestown International Poetry Prize and Norfolk Prize Café 
Writers competition in 2020. She won the Against the Grain competition in 2019, was shortlisted in Alpine Fellowship Prize 2019 and 
has been placed in a number of other competitions.  
 

The Hamish Canham Prize  
The annual prize for the best members’ poem in Poetry News was established in 2004 by Sheena and Hugh Canham, in memory of their son,  
Hamish Canham (1962-2003), who was a gifted child psychotherapist with a passionate interest in, and love of, poetry. Former winners include  
Jo Burns, Carole Bromley, Ian Humphreys, Duncan Chambers, Robin Houghton, Suzanna Fitzpatrick, Martin Figura and Denise Bennett. 
 
Poetry News 
Poetry News, published quarterly, is the members’ newspaper of The Poetry Society, offering news coverage of the latest developments of poetry 
worldwide, including in-depth interviews and features with leading poets, winning poems from The Poetry Society’s members’ competitions and 
sections devoted to The Poetry Society’s network of Stanza poetry groups and its Young Poets Network. 
 
The Poetry Society 
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into  
one of Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and 
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages.  
It publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Ted Hughes Award for New Work in Poetry and the  
Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award. www.poetrysociety.org.uk 
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Doctor, I give you the bruised fruit 
of my torso. Touch and I will dent, 
form an ugly brownish hollow. Tap 
my knee for a reflex it will fly off 
on adventures, barbacking in Prague, 
torturing a rival’s orchids, a silvery 
flick of studded football boot by night, 
heeling a white horse over the meadows, 
crushing glass at a Jewish wedding, toeing 
lifts on the motorway, a nomad, ankleflash... 
Doctor, I’m just cheesewire you manipulate 
to secure from ravenous, imagined foxes 
your next omelette. It is raining in Cork, 
in Dublin it is raining, one umbrella is 
as effectual as five. Doctor it is raining 
in my body. You’ll catch your death. 
Press your stethoscope to my chest, 
do you not hear Bach’s Partita No. 2 
in D minor as performed inside a whale? 
Doctor, I know, I know, I know... 
Don’t put all my baskets in one egg. 
Don’t put all my widgets in one fish. 
I will mind the platform between the train 
and the gap when I disembogue. 
But nine stitches is not so much? 
Doctor, I’m tired of this diaphanous facade 
of hope but I am not ready yet 

to do the obituary mambo. Every job 
I’ve known has been take the shift 
or get the shaft. I’m learning to shirk. 
But managers haunt, with tall orders, 
targets and figures, the imagination. 
My anxiety is a born lepidopterist 
and my colours flutter in the suffocating 
cone of its palms, such a dusky capture 
making ash of what was brightest in me. 
Doctor, please do not prescribe Rilke. 
I ask for your medical not your moral counsel. 
When one poodle died, Schopenhauer 
would replace it with a new poodle. 
To each poodle he gave the same name: 
Benedict Cumberbatch. 
Doctor, put a name on this dog. 
I ask for your scalpel not your scapulars. 
You may think you are the donkey’s monocle 
but you are not even nunchucks. 
You may think you are the glistening satin 
on a radish, but your cow burns down 
while you whisper sweet nothings to milk. 
How soon sweet nothings turn 
to snickersnee. Doctor, you’re bleeding. 
Your parrot’s clearly microwaved. 
It’s more chichi than rococo, I agree. 
Have you ever wondered, is it art?

Dean Browne 
The Last Consultation

Winner of the Geoffrey Dearmer Prize. This poem was published in The Poetry Review, Winter issue, 2020.  
© The author /The Poetry Society. poetrysociety.org.uk
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It’s possible 
my son 

is a rare spider 
his enamelled surface 

sheens blackpurple 
and is radiant, glaring like burnt diamond. 

He is about the size of a tarantula 
about the size of my palm where he rests and warms in my 

sunlight, he is roughly triangular. 
He can get about 

brilliantly, doesn’t resent 
his limitations. Sometimes he 

even removes his own individual body parts, thorax and 
legs, to be 

less fantastically 
mobile because he clearly 

seems to understand 
it is us, who are constrained 

by bulk and lack 
of grip; unaeronautic. 

In safe proximity to the dark crawlspace 
underneath the sofa, 

he gently plays with nothing 
but the lightest of toys, balloons and crayon- 

coloured bricks, 
the hollow plastic type. 

WINNER 
Hamish 
Canham  

Prize 

Winner of the Hamish Canham Prize. This poem 
was published in Poetry News, spring issue, 2021.  
© The author /The Poetry Society. 
poetrysociety.org.uk

Jane Wilkinson 
Aeronautics


